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This module defined and differentiated feelings and attitudes and covered how both 

affect your ability to participate safely in the highway transportation system. You 

should now be able to explain the difference between impulsive and calculated risks, 

list some of the special risks associated with young and inexperienced drivers, and 

explain how New York State’s graduated driver licensing law is designed to address 

those risks. 

Some important takeaways from this module include: 

• Feelings are unreasoned, emotional states of reaction that influence how you 

interact with your environment. 

• While feelings are unreasoned and may change frequently, attitudes are opinions 

or beliefs that you form over time based on your experiences and how you reflect 

on them. They tend to be more constant. 

• Both feelings and attitudes can affect driving ability and behavior by influencing 

how you perceive and react to events. 

• Alcohol and drugs can enhance or reduce the intensity of a person’s feelings, 

prompt anxiety or extreme relaxation, reduce inhibitions, impair judgment, and 

alter perceptions of reality. 

• Fatigue can affect feelings and attitudes in ways that mimic the mental and 

emotional, as well as the physical, symptoms of alcohol and drugs. 

• An impulsive risk is one taken without adequate consideration of the potential 

consequences. 

• A calculated risk involves taking into account the potential dangers and benefits of 

a choice before deciding on an action. 

• Younger drivers face certain special risks on the road: inexperience, brains that are 

not yet fully mature, different reactions to stress. They are more likely than older 

drivers to take risks such as speeding, tailgating, and not wearing safety belts. 

• Alcohol, driving at night, and having other teens as passengers all increase risks for 

younger drivers. 



• New York State laws such as the graduated driver license program and the zero 

tolerance law are designed to protect younger drivers and encourage them to make 

safe choices on the roads. 

 


